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CONSIDERATIONS 
OF PRESENT USE, 


concerning the danger reſulting 


from the change of our 
CHURCH-GOVER NMENT. 


Him that being ſatished in judg- 
ment of the /awfulzeſſe of Epiſcopal 
Government, doth yet conceive that 


the parting with it is no change of 
Religion, and conſequently, that the 
{CZx> Manding for it at this time, when it 
Pg zp is oppoſed, is but the preferring th 
ASS EE 1 JI preferring the 
P22 Od. <2 intereſts of ſome inconfiderable 
men before the MWconveniences and 
common wiſhes of all,T earneſtly deſire (in the bowells of 
compaſlion to my bleeding Countrey, and from a ſincere 
paſſionate with that the cxre of this dangerous wound may 
not bea pattiate imperfs& cure) to preſent ſome few ſad con- 
ftderations, which Tl caſt nnder two heads (proportio- 
nable to the two parts of the former ungrounded ſuggeltir- 
on, the one, That parting with the preſent Government is ns 
change of Religion ; the other, That ſtanding for it at thus 
time, is the preferring the intereſts of (ome before the common 
wiſh of all, the peace of this Nation: | 
Concerning the former, I offer to conſideration, Firſt, 


whether the Goverzment of the Church be not a REgr 
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ble part of Religion ? That it is ſo, Iſhall make appeare by 
theſe reaſons. 1. That Governmenrt 1s as neceſfary to the 
preſervation of the Church as Preaching the Goſpell was to 
the plantation of it, and that therefore 1t was a]wates the 
Apoſtles prattice, aſſoone as ever they had converted a Ci- 
ty or Province, or any confiderable number of men 1n it, ro 
leave 1t 1n the hands of ſome faithfull Perſons, to dreſſe,and 
zend, and watcy, what they had thus planted ; and therefore 
though it were poſſible for a Chriſtzan to be deprived of this: 
ven 7, and yet ts remaine Chriſtian (as to want ſome 
limbs, or to abonnd to monſtroſity in others, 15 yet recon- 
cileable with life and being of a man) to retaine the dottring 
of Chriſtianity withont any Government, to be a Chriſtian 
in the Wall orinthe Wilderneſle, a Stylira or efrachorite 
Chriſtian, (in which caſe there is no doubt the w/e of the ve- 
ry Sacraments, inſtituted by Chiciſts humſelte, would not be 
neceſſary to Chriſtianity ) yet would it belittle leſle then fu- 
xy for any to deſigne or hope the proſperity Or duration of 2. 
Church, or viſible ſociety of ſuch Chriftians, without this 
grand zeceſſary (though not of ſingle being, ry of mutuall 
preſervatior., this principle not. of eſſence but of continuance, 
without which (it is the learned Breerewoods obſervation 
fromS. A#guſtine)that the preſervation of a Church was once 
by experience found to be anzmpoſſible thing,no other engine 
being able to repaire the want or ſupply the place of thar. 

A ſecond reaſoir may be drawne from the concurring 
pleas of all the molt diſtant prerenders for the ſeverall Forms 
of Government in the Chxrch, as well thoſe that have eſ- 
pouled the Papal!, the Presbyteriall, the Independent ,as thoſe 
which are for the preſent Engliſh Form by the King and his 
Biſhops, ec. all vehemently contending for the neceſlity of. 
that Government , which they afte&t inthe Church, and. 
none ſo calme or modeſt in their claimes, as the aſler- 
tors of the Engliſh Prelacy ; which moderation or want of 
heate, is ſure one reaſon that-ſo many ſonnes of this Church 
are now tempted to thinke Government ſo wnconſrderable a 
thing, and. ſo . extrizſecall ro Chriſtianity; though this 
chought thus grounded, be a double injuſtice , 1. In ſuſpe- 
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Ring that truth, for want of aſſerting, which is therefore 
not ſo vehemently aſſerted, becaute it is a ſuppoſed r#rh, 
2. In encouraging heat and violence of diſputers (the great- 
eſt plague in a Church) by ſhewing them that the Eagereſt 
pretenders ſhall be moſt heeded, and rhat meekneſſe hall not 
inherit the earth, though both David and Chrift promiſed it 
{hould. A third argument may be had from the judgement 
of our State, which hath rhought fit to make the Governe- 
went of the Church matter of one of the e4rrzcles of our Re- 
{ig10n, and ſo to joyne ta honour the care of it with the care 
of the Dottrine, and to require as ſtrict a ſubſcription to the 
cſtabliſh*t Government, as to the reſt of the 39. heads of 
Dotrine, by which vou may evidently ſee, that to change 
the Government 1$Tto change the Dottrine, and. where Do- 
&rine and Government bothare changed, can we poſſibly 
think the Religion ro be the ſame? 1 ſhall add no more 
Proofes of this, becauſe 1 conceive them znneceſſary; the con- 
trary miſapprehenſton being, as I ſuppole, not grounded by 
Arguments, but of it owne accord ariling from an #@rweia, 
an experiment, Which inany men, eſpecially perſons of quality, 
thinke they have made, that in their whole lives they never 
reaped any benefit from Government, never received anie ac- 
ceſſ1on or increaſe to their ſpirituall weal from that,as from 
the Dottrine and Liturgy of the Church, they acknowledge 
to have done. To this ground of miſpriſton, as being per- 
haps the mw amor 3 Lf; the cauſe of the whole miſtake, 
it will not be amifle to-make ſome anſwer. 

7. That many benefits wee receive from Government, 
which we do not v:ibly diſcerne, and that therefore when 
wee diſcerne our lelves to have received ſome growth , 
and cannot but-know that'it was wrought by meanes, wee 
ſhould rather-confefle our want of /exfe or gratitude to the 
EYHe means, then 1Maginec thole not to have been the means, 
only becauſe we have not that ſenſe of them. 

2. That-thole meancs which have been more wifible to us, 
the diſpenſation ofthe Word and Sacraments, have beene 
reacht out to us by the hand of Government, to which there- 
tore we owe our acknowledgements in the ſecond place for 
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our preſervation and growth, as to the hand of ſupreme pro- 
-idence for our being or life ſpirituall. 

3. That if the benefits of Government have not been real- 
ty verie diſcernible and notable to all, that 15not yet in any 
inſtice to be imputed to any defet# that way in Governe- 
ment it ſelfe, to any barreanes in the nature or particular 
remper of it, but to ſome defarlt (which will deſerve obſer- 
ving and reforming) in the Perſoxs, either of the Rwxlers, or 
of thoſe which are #nder rule, or of a third ſort whoſe du- 
ty it is to be the Rulers perſpettives and Oraconſtichs, to pre- 
ſent to their kxowledge, the wants of infertours, which till 
they are knowne, arc not likely to be repayred. The defaults 
in each of theſe ſeverals are, or may be, rd many, and fo ob- 
vious to common obſeryation, that it will be much more 
reaſonable for each to reſolve to amend his part for the fu- 
cure, and ſo ro make it a buſineſle of Reformation, then to 
charge the defaults of perſons to the defaming of Govern- 
ment, and ſo to wndervalne and ſcorre what our ſinnes firſt, 
then our phanſies have defared. 

The comfort is, that it hath been the clemency as well as 
the ſloth or cowardice of Governours, which have deprived 
men of the great fruits of Government, and if it may be a- 
greed that it is very expedient, and will be taken in good 
part that Governours hereafrer be more /evere, as wel! 
4s more diligent; MOre conragtions, as well as more [aborzor:s, 
11 uſing the Peapons of their warfare, tO cut oft or to cre 
without any reſpe& of periqns whereloever there is need 
of them; I ſhall hope this objeion will thex be through!, 
anſwered, if as yet it be nor. 

A ſecond con{tderation apportioned to the former head 
will be this, whether(ſuppoling Government of the Church 
0 be a conliderable part of Religion) the change of it from 
eſtabliſhed Epiſcopacy to any other (namely to that of Pre. 
bytery by many without any S#periowr over them, or as that 
is oppolite to Epi/copacy) be not a ſinne againit Religion 7 
Thar it is, or will be 1o, I {hall endeavour to convince the 

gaznſayer by rhele iteps or degrees: of proof, which though 
p-rh3p3 not each fingle, yer all being put together, will, 
I be- 
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7 beleeve, where prejudice doth not hinder, be (uffici- 
ent to doe it. 

1. Becauſe this Government by Br/hops ſuperiour to 
Preſbyters, 15 of eApoſtolicall inſtitution. But this being an 
affirmation, as demonſtrable by Eccleſtafticall Records, as a- 
ny thing can be, or as the Canon of Scripture which we re- 
ecive, 15 demonſtrated to be the Canon of Scripture, and in 
regard it hath by others been ſufficiently proved, I ſhall 
therefore wholly ſpare the repeating of that trouble, and 
adde unto it, 2. That it hath the example, though not the 
diitin& precepr of Chriſt,who with his twelve e-Lpoſtles,and 
the many other Dz/czples in time of his reſidence upon 
Earth, ſupcriour one to the other,are the copy,of which the 
Biſhops, Presbyters and Deacons 1n the following age,vrere a 
tranſcript, who are therforc by S.Tgnatires, S. Johns Conten- 
porary, allowed to receive honour, the Beſpops as Chreft, the 
Presbyters as the Apoſtles,the Deacons as the Seventy. 3.Thar 
as farre as Concernes ſx#periorsty of one order to the other 
(which is ſufficient to eject the Presbytery which ſuppoſes 
an in7yiz, or equality of all) it is authorized by ſacred 
Scripture-practice, where it appeares, that when 7zdas fell As r. 
from his orbe of motion, the digz:ry of being one of the 
twelve, is by the direRion of the Spirit,and by lot beſtowed 

© upon Matthias, who, though before a Diſciple of Chriſt, 
was not till then aſſumed to that d:gniry. Fourthly , that 
ſuppoſing it to be in this manner Apoſtolzcall , there 1s lit- 
tle colour of reaſon to doubt, but thar the preſerving of it 
is of as great moment as many dofrines of Chriſtianity, not 
onely becauſe many dofrines were not ſo explicitely delive- 
red by Chriſt, but that they needed farther explicating by 
the eApoſtles, (and are therefore by the Church grounded 
not in any words of the Goſpell, but in the Epiſtles of the 
Apoſtles )but alſo becauſe it was in Gods providence thought 
ht that Government ſhould be ſerled not by Chriſt perſonally, 
but by the Apoſtles, that is medzately by Chrilt; as docteine 
was by Chritt s--zediately. Chriſt in his life time gives them 
the ground of a Church, divine truth, the word of þ1s Father, 
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Church is built, on this the Apoſtles are to build, and pather 
members, and to ſettle the whole edifice x:]4 741, or ord:- 
ately, and that they may not erre in that worke, the Holy 
(;hajt is promiſed to deſcend upon them, and Chriſt by thar 
power of his to be with them in eminent manner, #:; gv»7e- 
Avia) 7% dio vas, tothe end of the world, And Government being 
neceflarie to this ſetling was undoubtedly thus referred and 
left ro them by CxR15ST, and fo their Anthority in 
inſtituting that which they inſtituted, as evidently deduced 
fromCHR1ST, astheir power of Preaching what they 
preached, or baptizing whom they baptized. And ha- 
ving gone thus farre, 1 cannot but reſume my confrdera- 
tion thus farre made more confrderable, and appeale to 
any ſober conſcience, whether it be not ſome 1rreligion thus 
ro diſplace or remove that which the Apoltles (ro whom 
only by Chriſt it was intruſted) according to Chriſts owne 
Samplar and Scripture-grounds, thought ht to fertle in the 
Church, ſuppoſing it to be a matter of Religion which is 
ſpoken of, as before we proved ; nay, whether if an Ange/? 
from Heaven were to be anathematized for teaching any other 
Dettrine then what one Apoſtle had taught, it would not be 
matter of juſt rerroxr to any that ſhould have any part in 
the guilt of inſtituting any other Government then that 
which the Apoſtles had inſtituted, eſpecially when the acts 
of Corncells tell us, that what S.Paxl denounces againſt the 
hetcrodox Angell, the Church did practiſe againſt Aeris, 
anathemarized him for impugning this Government, which 
now we ſpeake of. And if {till the Authority of all this be 
blemiſht by this one exceptzoz, that this inſtiruttion of the 
Apoſtles is not athrmed in Scrrpryre, or there commanded 
to poſterity to continue, and retain for ever. + EE 
To this I anſwer, by ſaying that which may be a fourth 
Argument to prove the irreligiouſneſle of ſuch change, Thar 
there is as much or morc to be {aid (in both thoſe reſpeds, 
both for mention of this :»ſttturion 11 Scripture, and for Apo- 
ſtolxcall precept for continumg of it }for this CGovernment,as tor 
ſome other things whoſe change would be acknowledged 
very irreligious, I will onely initance in one, the inſtitution 
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of the Lords day, of which there is nothing can be faid to 
the ſetting up the eLuthority and immutability of it, which 
willnot be ſaid of Epi/ropacy. A ground of it there was 1 
natxre, lome Time to beſet apart ro the ſpeciall publique 
{ſervice of God ; and the like groznd there 1s i natxre tor 
this, that ſome Perſons ſhould be deſigned to, and rewar- 
ded for the fpeciall publique ſervice of God. A patterze of 
that there was among the ewes, one day inthe leven defi- 
ned for Gods ©#otum or portion ; the like parterre there 
's among the ewes for this; a Government by High-prieſts, 
Prieſts, and Levites. That was an inſtitution not of (%riſt 
n his life-time immediately , but of his Apoſtles, after his 
departure inveſted with ſuch power; the like inſtirution 
there is of this by the fame eLpoſttes after Chriſts aſcenſion, 
directed and aſſiſted by the holy Ghoſt. The occaſion of pitch- 
ing on the firſt day of the weeke was a ſolemne ation of 
Chriſt his Re/xreftion on that day ; the occaſion of this, the 
ſeverall diſtin& orders in the Church in Chriſts time, Chriſt, 
eApoſtles,Diſciples, and the manifelt ſuperiority of him be- 
\ forc all of them (who athrmes himſelfe their Zord, even 
when he ſpeakes of his office miniſterialll, his commy ro Afs- 
viſter to them) and of the e Apoſtles before the D1ſciples, as c- 
ven now was ſhewed. The mention of that was found once 
inthe Revelation diltintly, nv. 1, the Loras day, and twice 
or thrice more in equipollent termes, zhe firſt _ of the 
week ; and the mention of Epiſcopacy is as cleare, the e-f:- 
gel of the Church of Epheſas, rc. mn the Revelation (which 

ath beene cleared by irretragable evidence to belong ta 
this matter) and the Ruling Elder, in S.Parl, that mult have 
double honour, and Titus left in Crete to ſet tn order the thing: 
that were wanting, and to ordaine Elders in every (hurch ; 
and many other more cleare mentions of the ſeverall titles 
and offices of Biſhop, Presbyter, and Deacon, then there 1s 
of the name and duries of the Lords day. The ob/care men- 
tions of that in Scripture were explained in the writings and 
Stories of the firſt age of the Church, parcicularly in the Z- 
piſtles of Tgnatins, and the obſenrities of the Sacred text 
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ded by the ſame Tpnatine, even in every one of thoſe Fpi/les 
of his which Yedelirs (as great an enemy of this Order as Ge- 
:ey4 hath produced any) after his fiery tryall of that Author 
hath acknowledged to be his. The »ſe of that continued 
rrom the eFpoſtles time (though not ſo univerſally till the 
fewiſh Sabbath was fairely laid aſleep) till theſe dayes in 
the zaiverſall Church, and all particular Churches, that wee 
cad of; and the like uſe and practice of this continued 17- 
verſally without any exception from the eLpoſtles time, till 
this day in the zniverſall Church, as that (1gnihes the Eaſtern 
and the Weſtern Church, and in each partzcxlar Church tijl 
about this laſt Centary, and in this of ours from the planta- 
tion of the Goſpell till this day. Thele are parallels enough 
to cven the ballance (and I profeſle to know no one more 
which might weigh it downe on that ſide) and to make it 
now ſeaſonable to demand, whether ir would not bee 
thought an a& contraric to Religion (whether that ſigni. 
tes Chriſtian Prety, or meckeneſſe, Or awe to all that 1s $a- 
cred) for any particular nationall Church, or part thereof, 
without any more warrant then is now offered for this pre- 
fent change, to remove the ſervice of God from the Lords 
day to any other day inthe week, (which ſure 18 as ſmall a 
difference, as that betwixt Preſbyteriall and Epiſcopall go- 
vernment can by any be conceived to be) or inſted of our 
firſt day of the weeke to ſet apart either an erght, or a frxe 
day, and ſo to change that eApoſtolicall inſtitution. It that 
ſeem ſtrange, or be {tartled ar, as untit to be ventured on, 
or yeelded to, I ſhalt deſire the ſame plea may be entred for 
thy, and that conſcience may be ſecured, that either both are 
l2wfull, or that the difference is clearc, and the advantage 
on the Lords dayes (ide, or that it may be reſolved that this 
is unlawfull as well as that. 

A fifc Argument will be this, That the making (or yeel- 
ding to) this change, will be a ſcandall (very worthy to bee 
conſidered) in them that ſo yee/d, toward thoſe which oppoſe 
this Government as unlawfull ; for this yeelding will be an 
appearing acknowledgement, that their contrary preten- 
L008 are frue, and fo a conkrming them 1a their error 
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(which is no light one, but the ſame for which Atrine was 
and any other oppoler would certainely have been anathe- 
marized, and turned out of the (atholike Church for an He- 
retick ) which 1s one ſpeciall kind of Scandalizing Or OC- 
.caſioning the fall of our Brethren, and withall a nouriſhing 
them in their zncharitable opinion not only of us, but of the 
ancient Fathers of the Church, (who were all efrrichri- 
feran if this be ſo) which 1s another cauſins my Brother 
50 offend : nay a kind of countenancing that wchriſtian (I 
am ſure #nproteftant ) Doftrine, of the lawfulneſſe of raking 
«up eArmes, againſt lawfull Superiours and eſtabliſht Lawes, 
and propagating our opinions in Religion by that means, 
which perchance ſome may be betrayed to by this example, 
others brought to believe conſentaneous to Proteſtaut Do- 
&rine, if they which are thus guilty be thus gratified; which 
as it were a change in our Dottrine, if it were reclly acknow- 
tedged, ſo is it, in this reſpect, another a of Scandall, if it 
thus appeare to bee acknowledged, and that which would 
make any Heathen Prince unwilling to embrace our 
Religion, if this diſloyall perſwaſion were conceived to 
be a part of it. 

A fixt Argument (which to me is of no ſmall force)T will 
vet but name, and referre it to others to conſider of, That 
20 man is a Prieſt, or lawfully ordained Miniſter of any 
Chriſtian Church, bur he that 15 caled and ſent by God; that 
there is now no-way in this Kingdome, to have that callire 
or miſſion duly, but from Bzſbops, who are the only perſons 
who-have the power of Ordaining others, g;vcs to them in 
cheir aſſumprion to that Order, by thoſe who had it before, 
and can derive it from the e-Lpoſtles, who had it emmediatcly 
from Heaven : and whatſoever other power a Prief}, or 
Preſbyter may be thought orfaid to have common with a 
Biſhop, ir is yet the conſtant judgement of the univerſall 
Church, for 15co. yeares, that this of Ordination is not 
comperible to one or more bare Preſbyters without a Biſhop, 
and it will be cafe to ſatishe any reaſonable man in whatſc- 
ever may be produced of ſound, or probebilitic to the cor- 
Tracie ; and therefore if any Otfhce, or Order. or Miniſtry in 
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the Church be conſiderable, this which is the ſtanding well- 
nad and ſpring of all the other, muſt be thought ſo alſo. 

Having premiſed theſe Arguments of ſo much weight, 
ſaficient to ſupport the burthen deſtgned to them, I ſhall 
add, ex abrn4anti ſome inferiour ones,though they amount 
not ſo farre, as alone of themſelves to conclude it direct 
irreligion, yet toaddeto the former heap ſome aggraya 
tions. As, 

1. Thar to yeeld to this. change, is to ai/clarme thoſe 
bleſſed meancs of Gods providence which brought us to our 

3aptiſme, to all our ſpiritual life and growth that we have 
attained to, and that is a great ingratitude to that Go- 
VCrnment. 

2. It is an a& of pride and i»ſolencie, to prefer any ſcheme 
of humane and Modern invention before that which the 7. 
poſtles, the Primitive, and (for ſo many yeares) the Vniver- 
fall (hurch had authorized, and therefore I could almoſt ad. 
venture to believe, that the framers of the {"avenant had ob- 
liged themſelves ſecretly to maintain Epiſcopacyby puttin g 
in thoſe words, [ the beſt Reformed ( hurches | that I might 
eſcape thinking them {o z»ſolent as to preterre any Churches 
before thoſe which they cannot but know have uſed 
Epiſcopacy, 

3. It 1s a great tempting of Gods providence, in not bein 
contented with that Forme which hath proſpered ſo happ:- 
ly with us, and the whole Chriſtian World, (though fub- 
ject (as all that is humane, or mixt with fleth, is, even the ye- 
ry grace of God in us) to be abuſed) and putting, it:to the 
adventure, whatſoever inconveniencies .the next. may bee 
fabjetto. Of the 3nconventencies that Pregoyterie doth in- 
fallibly bring along with it, and the anreconcileabloneſſe of 
them with Afonarchicall Government 1n the State, ſuthcient 
evidences have been given; and if there were no other bur 
this, that the indeavouring to bring it 11 at this time hath 
brought this ecmpelt and -«-2u3; upon this .Kingdome, and 
that this hath beene bur the generall conſequent of that 
Government whereſoever it harh but begun to heave, ca- 
{ting out Peace and ovedience to lawfull authqritic toger 

ther, 
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ther, it would well deſerve to have this marke of reproba- 
tion or non-clec&tion ſet upon it, if it were but for this, that. 
the proſperity of ſuch attempts ſhould not encourage 0- 
thers to the like. This and the like inconveniencies arc of 
fuch weight, that for mento be willing to exchange the cer- 
taine benefits of the one, for the #ncertatine advantages and' 
{trongly-probable calamiries of the other, is a fin that may 
provoke and tewpr God to puniſh them yer further with 
grcater and unexpected curtes, and therefore may deſerve in 
its place to be conſidered. 

4. Is is an At of 7afidelity and practicall Atheiſme (for 
thoſe eſpecially who being convinced with the former rea- 
ſons to acknowledge any irreligion or {lin in ſuch change) 
to facrihice any thing to our owne preſent conveniencics, to 
makc any change 1n ſacred matters, meerly out of intuition 
of our owne ſecular advantages; eAthei/me, in thinking 
that God cannot ascaſily blalt that convenience -fo acquired, 
as thoſe many which came more.direaly to our-hands; and 
znfidelity, or diſtruſt, in thinking that God will not in his: 
time give us thoſe conveniences and advantages (it they bee: 
ſ\uch indeed) by meanes perfeAly /awfill, which now we co- 
vet by znlawfull, To which might be added the wants and 
omiſlions of thoſe duties of confeſſion of ( hriſt, in not deten- 
ding and ſtanding to thoſe truths which we are convinced 
to be ſuch, in time of their being oppugned and perſecuted ;- 
ſelfe-denyall, in not depoſiting our owne carnall ſecular: 
aimes and intereſts, and of taking up the.(roſſe, in not ſufte- 
ring willingly and cheerfully whenitlyes in onr way £0 the 
pertorming of any a& of obdience to Chrilt. Burt I would. 
not inlarge to theſe,but only conclude this proof with a fift 
difficulty of (eparating ſinne from changes, when they arc. 
Sear, and 11 matters of. weight ; It is the wiſemans advice 
that occaſioned this obſervation, Ay Sonne, feare thou the. 
Lord and the King, and medals not with them which are given. 
to changes : The Changes are ſure changes in Government, . 
and thoſe are named indefinitely, without any reſtramr, and 
the veric medling with them that are inclined to luch, 1s op-- 
poled both..to Picty and. Loyalty , Fearing of - Goa and.the- 


K ing, [ 


(12) 

T have done with the conſiderations proportioned to the 
firlt part of the ſuggeſtion. I proceed to the view of the 
ſecond part of it, and there the conſideration (hall be only 
this, whether, 

The change of this Government,be not a common intereſt 
of all, as well as of thoſe who are now.Clergy-men. That it 
is ſo, may appeare probable, becauſe the revenre or honours 
which belong to them in Government are not the ſole, or 
main part of Government ; there is a weight and office, which 
our fore-fathers thought worthy to be encoxraged and re- 
warded with thoſe payments, and if any man thall thinke 
chem ill proportioned, I ſhall nor doubt to tell him S.Chry- 
ſoſtomes judgement, that the burthen J a Buſhop was Prins 8 
ble, even to an Angell to undergoe, and if the corruptions of 
latter times be athrmed to have __ that ſtate of 
things, I anſwer, that the reſtoring Epileopacy to its due 
burthen as well as reputation, were a care wotthy of refor- 
mers, and it is ſo farre from my deſire that any ſuch care 
(hould be ſpared, that it is now my publike ſolemne Periti- 
on both to God and man, that the power of the keyes, and the 
exerciſe of that power, the due uſe of pe laurie and 
(przvious to that) examination, and tryall of youth, a ſtri& 
ſearch into the manners and tempers, and ſufficiencies of 
thoſe that are to be admitted into holy Orders, and to be li- 
centiate for publique Preachers, the viſitation of each pariſh 
in each Nioceſlc, and the cxercife of Church-diſcipline up- 
onall oftenders; together with painful, mature and ſo- 
ber Preaching and Catechizrag, itudies of all kindes, and 
parts of Theologicall Learning, Languages, Controverſies, 
Writings of the Schooles and Caſviſts, &c. be ſo farre ta- 
ken into conſideration by our Law-makers, and fo farcon- 
ſidered in the collating of Church-preferments and digni- 
tics, ſo much of Duty required of Clergic-men, and ſo little 
left arbitrary or at large, that every Church-prefirment in 
this Kingdome may have ſuch a due bxrthen annexed to it, 
that no ?gnorant perſon ſhould be able, no lazy or luxurious 
perſon willing or forward to undergoe it. And if this mighe 
be thus deligned, I ſhould then reſolve, that the dire&t con- 
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crary to the fore-mentioned ſuggeſtions would be truth; 
that the fetling and continuing of this preſent Govern- 
men would prove the common intereſt of all, and onely the 
burthen of thole few that have thoſe painfull offices aſlign- 
ed them; and leaſt any may think this word a boaſt (which I 
can ſafcly venture with the world at this time, and not have 
reaſon to feare a /arpriſa/t, or being taken at my word) I 
{hall venture another offer in.the name of my brethren 
of the Clergy; (not that Thave took their particular Votes, 

but that I perſwade my ſelf ſo farre of their Piety.)That ra- 
ther then the Glory ſhould thus depart from T/racl, by the 
Philiſtims taking the eArke of the Lord, laying walt this fiou- 
riſhing Church of ours, or transforming it into a new guiſe, 
every one ſingle of us, that have any poſleſſions ortitles 
worthy any mans enyy or raPIDGs and fo are thought now. 
by our own intereſts to have been bribed or fee'd Advocates 


in this cauſe, may forthwith be deprived of all that part of 
the Revenues of the Church wherein we are legally inve- 
ſted; and he thar ſhall not cheerfully reſigne his part in the 
preſent proſperity of the Church, on the meere contempla- 


tion and intuition of the berefit that may now, and after hzs 
life redound to others, let him have the guilt of eAchars 
wedge laid on him, and the charge of being diſturber of the 
State. I hope we have /earnt to want as well as to abound, 
and to truſt God (that can feed the young Ravens when the 
old have expoſed them) for the feeding of us, and our famit- 
lies, though all our preſent meanes of doing it were taken 
from us, If this may ſerve turne to ſatishie the 2hir/# of thoſe 
that gape, and the ſuſpicions of thoſe. that /ook wnkindly on 
us, we ofter to free you from all blame of Sacriledge, ot op- 
preſſion, or injuſtice (from one of which, no other meanes 
imaginable can free a change of Government) by our owne 
voluntary Ceſſion or riſignation, as farre as our perſonall in- - 
tereſts reach; and ſhall thinke the peace of this State, and 
continued proſperity of this Church, a molt g/or;ous pur- 
chaſe, moſt cheaply bought, if it may be had upon ſuch terms 
as theſe. And if the Function it ſelte, with che neceſlary OY 
juns- 
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jancts to it, be not ſwept away in the calamity, we ſhall be 
perfectly pleaſed whatſoever befall our Perſons, and deſire, 
that tryajl may be made of the Ingenwiry of Clergy-men, 
whether we have not chus farrc profited under Gods rod, as to 
be willing to yeeld to any poſſible propoſition (which will 
bring no guilt of ſin upon our .conſciences) toward the a- 
verting the judgements of Heaven, which are now (I wiſh 
I might ſay fir or fumes onely) molt ſadly multipiyed upon 
this Land. | 


